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remarked in the reign of Edward VI., could no more live
without Newcastle coal ' than the fish without water ' * :
under James I. they are said to have paid as much as twelve
or thirteen pounds for the equivalent of three Newcastle
chaldrons, and under Charles I. twenty to twenty-six pounds2.
The export of coal was viewed with jealous eyes, and in the
Middle Ages it was sometimes even prohibited 3. The oppo-
sition came from various quarters : some held the foreign
trade responsible for the advance of prices in the home
market 4, others believed that the northern coal-fields would
soon be exhausted 5. But a formidable obstacle to the ex-
pansion of foreign trade in the seventeenth century lay in the
burden imposed on coal exported abroad in the shape of
heavy duties 6. Roger Coke, while not concealing a prefer-
ence for the export of manufactures instead of raw materials,
urged that it was a mistaken policy for England to concen-
trate her energies upon the home market and discourage
1 Strype, Ecclesiastical Memorials (ed. 1822), i. part ii. 493.
*	According to the statement of merchants in the  French trade :
Hist. MSS. Comm. Leeds, 291 (1630).   But see infra, Appendix, p. 484, No. 3
3 E.g. in 1362 :  Galloway, Annals of Coal Mining, i. 46.
*	Acts of the Privy Council, 1595-1596, p. 32 (complaint of the lord
mayor of London); Hist. MSS. Comm. Salisbury, xiv. 330.
6 In 1610 it was predicted that " the coal-mines at Newcastle would
not hold out the term of their lease of 21 years " : Galloway, Annals of
Coal Mining, i. 128. But the authorities of Newcastle asserted that
** the mines will continue many hundred years " : Tudor Economic Docu-
ments (ed. Tawney and Power), i. 276 (1591). Coke pointed out in 1675
that if the mines were drained we need not fear " ever to want coals to
supply ourselves or foreigners " : Treatise (1675), iv. 108.
e In the case of exported coal the old custom of rod. per Newcastle
chaldron for aliens and 8d. for natives (State Papers Domestic, 1644—1645,
pp. 98-99, 122) was supplemented by an imposition of 55. at the end of the
sixteenth century (Hist. MSS. Comm. Leeds, 130), and in 1620 by another
imposition of 33. 4d. for aliens and is. 8d. for natives, while Charles I. in
1634 added 43. This brought the total to 133. 2d. for aliens and us. 4d. for
natives : State Papers Domestic, 1619-1623, p. 174 ; ibid. 1644—1645,
pp. 98-99* 122 ; Rymer, Foedera, xix. 547. In addition the Newcastle
corporation levied i6d. per chaldron on exported coal: infra, p. 154, note.
The farm for coal was described in 1635 as " the bravest farm the King
has " : State Papers Domestic, 1634-1635, p. 595. The Act of 1660 fixed
the duty at 8s. the chaldron on coal exported by English subjects in
English ships, while foreign ships paid double : Statutes, v. 199. (This
was the amount paid for the * Newcastle measure * (infra, p. 148, note 5),
and alien merchants exporting in English bottoms paid only 143. Cf.
Hist. MSS. Comm. ix, part ii. 14.) In 1694 tlie duty was reduced to 33,
lor native vessels: Statutes, vi. 604. In the eighteenth century the
amount fluctuated.

